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ner, and reduced to accept as a substitute "for the
kale a plateful of mock-turtle soup, and calf's foot
for the beef"; then hurrying in a cab to Chelsea
to the Carlyles, " she remarkably juvenile-looking
still," he a " strong-featured man, of strong sense,"
where " we were all most cordial and coalescing;
his talk not at all Carlylish, rather the plain and
manly conversation of good ordinary common-
sense, with a deal of hearty laughing on both
sides." Of the Athenseum Club it has been said
that there are few soluble problems which could
not be solved at once by some one to be found
between four and six o'clock within the confines
of what is one of the most delightful intellectual
and social centres in the world.

The " London Metaphysical Society " was an in-
stitution eminently representative of intellectual
life in England in the third quarter of the nine-
teenth century, when physical evolution claimed
to be the universal and ultimate constructive con-
ception of the universe, as illustrated by Darwin
and unfolded in the synthetic philosophy of
Herbert Spencer. This Society was formed in
1869, on the suggestion of Mr (now Sir James)
Knowles, in co-operation with Tennyson, Deanears   in   which   the   ' Essay
